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March 19, 2007 
 
 
 
Honorable Mayor Thomas Zepecki 
Common Council Members 
Police and Fire Commissioners 
Citizens of South Milwaukee 
 
 
Ladies and Gentlemen:  
 
It is with great pleasure that I present the South Milwaukee Fire Department’s Annual Report for 
the year 2006.  This report reviews emergency responses, staffing levels, training activities, 
equipment purchases, fire inspections, fire prevention, and maintenance programs, along with 
other department roles and responsibilities.   
 
In the 113 years of our fire department’s history, this past year has, again, been one of our 
busiest with department members responding to 2,721 requests for service, an increase of 5.3% 
over 2005.  Of those calls, 2,375 were for emergency medical service and 346 were for 
Fire/Rescue/Service calls.  I am particularly proud of our member’s efforts and outstanding 
safety record while performing on these calls. 
 
This year we also saw the retirement of Lt. Robert Lange (27 years), Firefighter Bruce 
Wranovsky (32 years) and Firefighter James Sabo (18 years).  These openings provided the 
opportunity for the hiring of Brian Bieganski, John Frost, and Ryan Kurz to the position of 
firefighter.  Lieutenant Lange’s vacated position was earned by FF/P Craig Boschke, who was 
promoted to Fire Lieutenant on April 19th.         
 
The members of the South Milwaukee Fire Department and I would like to thank Mayor 
Zepecki,  the Common Council, the Police and Fire Commission and our citizens for all their 
hard work and continued support.  
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Chief Jay B. Behling  
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JAY B. BEHLING 
Fire Chief 
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Many people ask why the Dalmatian is known as the “Firehouse Dog”.   

Well, the Dalmatian has a strong muscular body and is able to run great distances without tiring.  

During the 17th, 18th and 19th centuries most people traveled by horse or by carriage. The 

Dalmatians became a society dog, and trained to run alongside women's carriages. They became 

known as Coach dogs or Ladies dogs. In fact, the term "coaching" refers to how the Dalmatian 

will take up position just off the side and toward the rear of a horse and run with them.  Through 

the years, Dalmatians worked closely with horses and their owners, sometimes even sleeping 

with the horses at night to protect them against theft.  It is during the era of horse drawn fire 

apparatus that the Dalmatian became forever tied with the Fire Service. Firehouse horses were 

required to spend many hours at a time at a fire scene or inside the firehouse waiting for a call. 

The Dalmatians became the horse’s pets, and helped to keep them calm. The Dalmatian also 

became a guard dog, insuring that nothing was stolen from the apparatus during fire 

calls. Overall, the Dalmatian is a brave and valiant dog. These traits make it an excellent mascot 

for the Fire Service.
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